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A note from Doug Scott,
Sycamore Music Booster President

Welcome to all our new music students and parents as well those of you
who have been with us for awhile. | have been one of "those who have
been with us for awhile” for 14 years. | have graduated both a son and a
daughter from the music program, have a son in orchestra now, and can
assure you that the time spent in Elementary, Middle and High School
music programs is time well spent.

(You will find yourself questioning that assurance as you push your child
to practice at home, but trust me on this)

Unlike most of the extra curricular activities offered, the ability to play a
musical instrument or sing is something they can do for their entire lives,
enriching not only themselves, but those around them. The instruction
given by the directors here at Sycamore is second to none as is noted by
the awards and recognition that is given to our music departments and
students each year. Their devotion to your son or daughter will be evi-
dent as your child continues through their musical career.

The Sycamore Music Boosters is made up of parents of music students
as well as all the directors of Orchestra, Band and Choir. Our goal is to
assist these directors in achieving their goals in making our music pro-
grams the best. A few of the things we do is buy instruments and music.
We offset the costs of the musicals in both the High School and Middle
School. We offer scholarships for those going to college as well as music
camps. We also offer assistance at local and state competitions and so
much more.

Simply put, we support. And that's where you come in.

Whether it's being a guard or bringing a pie to the Craft Show later this
month, or chaperoning a group at a competition, we need your help. The
success of this organization is dependent upon you. We meet every
third Thursday of the month during the school year in the High School Li-
brary at 6:00pm. If you would like to join us, we'd like to see you there.

If you have any questions | can be reached at

815-895-4186 or emailed at scottdc58@comcast.net

Thanks, and have a great school year.




By now you will have received the letter regagdour
big, annual fundraiser. For those of you who hasenhbin-
volved before you know how much fun that week-endfi
this is your first year as a music parent (thusugsim
booster:) | hope you take the plunge and enjoyqdatie
week-end at the high school!

The Autumn Craft & Treasures Market will bedéct.
25 and 26 at the high school from 9a.m. - 5p.mh llatys.

This is our 36th year holding this great evénouldn't
be as successful as it has been if it weren'ti@parents, &
students and music staff - it takes a LOT of wgjlwolun- &
teers to make the Craft Show work. We will be segdi =4 '¥
thank you cards out with shifts assigned for thbs¢ who S5 L
have responded to our letter, followed by informatsheets and worker coupons the week before the
show.

For those who haven't sent the form in pleassider how you can help. Things are tight for goee
time donated for working a shift would be greatpeeciated - especially Sunday!

We will be making follow-up calls on a few niglbetween now and the big week-end. This yeaewe'r
really hoping to fill the worker slots and haveslaif pies!

| am looking for someone to take my positiomgaseral manager. Yes, | have graduated :). lpsic
position - if you are interested in finding out ragrlease call me: 815-895-2678. The concessions man
ager position is available if someone would ratleethat and then Marianne would fill my role. Ttgs
also a paid position.

Looking forward to a WONDERFUL week-end!!

Jenny Thornton
General Manager, Autumm Craft and Treasures Market

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the Elemeynt@hildren’s Choir
festival to be held at the High School Auditoriufimursday, October
23rd, 2008 at 6:00pm.

This year marks the 35th anniversary of the popubdiday tradition that
showcases the musical talents of the Sycamore Sigllool music pro-
gram. Join us for this interactive holiday faireasd jugglers and
strolling troubadours entertain the lords and ladiethe Royal Court,
and even the guests get involved in the fun!

Dinner dates are December 5th & 6th, 2008 at StyMa




SHS MARCHING SPARTANS CAPTURE FIRST-PLACE
WIN, FOUR TROPHIES

When the Sycamore High School Marching Sparteere an-
nounced as winners of four trophies last SaturDaym Major Sam
Simpson was a little surprised, but not compleselgprised. “I had a
feeling we would fare well in this competition. &band’s perfor-
mance spoke for itself.”

And the trophies speak for the SHS Marchingdaperformance
at the 21st Annual Wheaton North Falcon Field Sbovseptember
20. The band, under the direction of Ken GoodnmathBecky Olsen,
won first place in the Class A division and captuspecial awards
for Best Music Performance, Best Visual Performaaoel Best
Drumline.

The band’s field show is titled “Solar Stagagd features four sections including Sunrise, iQil
Nightfall, and Aurora. All high school studentg@led in the band program at SHS, grades 9-12a grart
of this field show.

Simpson, who is also a senior in the SHS bsaid, everyone in the band stepped it up for thtope
mance. He said, “in spite of the fact that somthefmarching was extremely challenging, the barikbg@
it off.”

He’s even more impressed with how well thedoanrks together. He explained that “there’s great
chemistry - everyone supports each other. We ntawhe of our goals to have excellent bonding betwe
all members of the band. Ithink it's safe to ##at we have reached that goal.”

The Marching Spartans continue their 67th@eagth half-time performances at the SHS homelfalbt
games and the Marengo Settler’'s Day Field Show @oitigm on October 12.

They will end their season with a performance em3HS Field House on October 20 at 7:30 p.m.

The Middle School Jazz Strings Ensemble has jugiitieT his year, the Jazz Strings will be performag
the Autumn Craft & Treasures Market at 10:00am Sizyt We look forward to seeing you there!

Violin: Lizzie Briscoe, Emily Comer, Katie Deniuslegan Moran, Mckenzie Palm, Danielle Pivonka, Cole
Regnery, Owen Ruff, Miranda VanWienen. Viola: CoeriNeisis, Becca Vidales. Cello: Paige Phelps,
Kendryck Rand, Drake Shelledy, Cooper Vinz. BassaB Grant, Seth Kates, Lydia Moore.

Save the Date!

Saturday, February 7th, 2009

A Note to Remember
A Classical Jazz Gala

WWWw.Sycamoremusicboosters.com




SHS SENIOR MUSICIANS RECEIVE TOP ENSEMBLE HONORS

Three Sycamore High School senior musiciageen
their high school careers on a very high note.82flad-
uates Jessica Aldis, Bryan Carter and Quentin Sk
named this year’s recipients of the ensemble asvard
given out by the SHS Department of Music.

Jessica Aldis received the National Choral Adya
Bryan Carter received the Louis Armstrong Jazz Alvar
and the John Philip Sousa Band Award; and Quentin
Scott received the National Orchestra Award. Their
peers and directors selected them for these awards.

Past recipients have typically been heaviypined in the Sycamore music programs over a
period of time. In addition, they have been sel@diased on a variety of criteria including out-
standing musicianship and performance, strong tshge excellent overall behavior, mentoring
of younger musicians, being section leaders, detraiimgy teamwork, and providing assistance
to ensemble directors. This year’s honorees amexneption.

CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS

The Sycamore Boosters awarded over 30 sciabsrgn 2008. Francie Weberpal
was the first recipient of the Bette J. LundbecksMiCamp Memorial Scholarship, a
scholarship awarded by the Lundbeck family in theant of $300. Micah Huff re-
ceived the John O. Weaver Scholarship in the amoiu®800.

Twenty-four students received camp scholassbff$250 including: Marcus
Dominguez, Leif Anderson, Samantha Kevin, Clairegkém, Dominic Johnson, Joey
Thompson, Dana Atkins, Matthew Larks, lan Katesstan Kates, Calob Pluhm,
Nathaniel VanWienen, Dylan Larson, Maggie Lalowskanna Gross, Kendryk Rand,
Emily Young, McKinzie Spence, Katharine Denius, @viuff, Lydia Moore, Paige
Phelps, Danielle Pivonka and Caitlin Sherman.

The Boosters awarded two $500 scholarshigsaduating seniors including Bryan
Carter, who is attending the Julliard School of Musd Jessica Aldis, who is attending
Augustana College.

Three continuing college scholarships of $686h were awarded to Sycamore grad-
uates who are majoring in music in college inclgdiill Anderson — Loyola University,
Drayton Eggleson — NIU, and Garth Anderson — DePduawersity.




October, 2008

Sunday, October 12th, Marengo Settler's Day FidlnWwsSCompetition

Thursday, October 16th, 6pm, Sycamore Music Boesheeting in the HS Library

Saturday, October 18th, IMEA Auditions

Monday, October 20th, 7:30pm, Marching SpartansilBaoncert at the SHS Field House

Thursday, October 23rd, 6pm Elementary Childreh'siCFestival at the High School
Saturday-Sunday, October 25-26, 9am-5pm, Autumit @nal Treasure Market at the SHS Field House

November, 2008

Friday-Sunday, November 7-9, the High School Musica

Saturday, November 15th, IMEA District Jazz Bandtial at Hononegah HS
Monday, November 17th, 7:30pm MS Orchestra Coratdtie SHS Auditorium
Tuesday, November 18th, 7:30pm, MS Band ConcaheaHS Auditorium

Thursday, November 20th, 6pm, Sycamore Music Bwssneeting in the HS Library
Saturday, November 22nd, IMEA Band/Orchestra FaktvNIU

Monday, November 24th, 7pm, 5th Grade Band Concert

Tuesday, November 25th, 7:30pm, MS Choir ConceieatS Auditorium

December, 2008

Friday, Saturday, December 5th & 6th, Madrigaiizrs at St. Mary’s

Thursday, December 11th, 7:30pm Winter Band Coratdtie HS Auditorium
Monday, December 15th, 7:30pm, Winter Orchestrac€drat the HS Auditorium
Tuesday, December 16th, 6:30pm, West Elementargidfgarten Holiday Concert
Thursday, December 18th, 6pm, Sycamore Music Bo®sneeting in the HS Library

January, 2009

Thursday, January 15th, 12:30pm, presentationg@®@th Grade band at the Middle School
Thursday, January 15th, 6pm, Sycamore Music Bossheeting in the HS Library
Thursday, January 22nd, 7pm Elementary Orchestre€@bat the HS Auditorium

Monday, January 26th, 7pm, 5th-8th Band Conceti@HS Auditorium

February, 2009

Wednesday, February 4th, 6-9pm, MS Talent Showarsiaés

Thursday, February 5th, 7:30pm, MS Band ConcetieHS Auditorium

Friday, February 6th, 7pm, Middle School Talent 8 the HS Auditorium
Saturday, February 7th, A Note to Remember, A @lakxz Gala

Thursday, February 12th, 7:30pm MS Orchestra Comtehe HS Auditorium
Thursday, February 19th, 6pm, Sycamore Music Bwssneeting in the HS Library
Saturday, February 28th, 8am-1pm, Middle Schoob 8oEnsemble Contest

March, 2009

Thursday, March 19th, 6pm, Sycamore Music Bossteeting in the HS Library
March 23rd-27th, Spring Break

April, 2009

Monday, April 13th, 7pm, South East Elementary &gpi$ing

Thursday, April 16th, 7pm, West Elementary SprifmgS

Thursday, April 16th, 6pm, Sycamore Music Boosteeeting in the HS Library
Monday, April 26th, 6pm, South Prairie ElementapyiBg Sing

Monday, April 27th, 7:30pm, 7th-8th Band Concerthet HS Auditorium
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We are always in need of chaperones, volunteers and caring parents for the many music
activities our students participate in. If you would like to become more involved in supporting
your child’s musical interests, we are always in need of more people.

There are many opportunities to help out, here are just a few :
Chaperones for out of school events
Volunteers for the Craft & Treasures Market Fund Raiser
Accompanist for performances and in the classroom
Phone callers for events and performances
Pie bakers for the Craft and Treasures Market
General helpers throughout the entire school year
If you would like information on any of these opportunities to help support the music
program and get to know your kids better, contact any of the board members listed
on the front of this newsletter or on the website. Your kids may not say it but....Thanks for
making a difference in their lives.



